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REST IN PEACE
Your prayers are requested this weekend for the repose of the soul of

St. Mary’s, Star of the Sea, Sandymount

James (Jimmy) Bohan who died this week
and also for the souls of the following whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Hanora O’Connor, Sr. Noella Cowley, O.P., Sara, James & William O’Gorman,
Mary Burke and her son, Tony, Evelyn & Joseph Duffy, Deirdre McNamara,
Mary Murphy, Gerard Brazil, Peter Clarke, Jack & Betty Ryder, Michael Keane,
May & Michael Quinn, Dick O’Mahony, Pauline & Jack Crump, David Walsh,
Sandy Smith,

Parish Office 6683894 / 6683316 – Monday to Friday 9.30 – 12.30
Fr. John McDonagh, Tel: 6684265 – Fr. Cormac McIlraith, Tel: 6686845
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Christmas Day 25th December 2017

MAY THEIR SOULS AND THE SOULS OF ALL THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD REST IN PEACE. AMEN.

*******************
CHURCH COLLECTIONS
We thank you for your contributions to the Church collections.
The amounts collected last weekend are
DATE
17 December 2017
th

GREEN BASKET
€1,370

SHARE
€960

The green basket is the collection for the support of the priests of the Diocese.
The white basket is the collection for Share, which meets the needs both of
poorer parishes and of central agencies of the Diocese.
We thank you for your continuing support of all the collections.

*******************
Christmas Dues
Fr. John and Fr. Cormac would like to thank parishioners who have already sent in
their Christmas Dues. Envelopes may be handed into the Sacristy/Parish office or
put in the letter-box in the Parish office door.

‘I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by all the people. Today in the
town of David a saviour has been born to you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger’
‘The shepherds hurried and found Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger’
and they ‘went back glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and
seen’ Luke 2:10-12, 16, 20.
Like the shepherds, we have come to welcome the birth of Jesus,
our Saviour, and to glorify and praise God.

******************
Christmas break
The Parish office will be closed until January 2nd but service will be provided after
the 10.00am Mass each day.
We wish you Happy Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Welcome
The priests of the Parish and the Parish Pastoral Council very much welcome you and
thank you for coming to Star of the Sea Church in celebration of Christmas with us.
We particularly welcome those who have travelled home to be with their families
this Christmas. May your visit home be a very happy one. A special welcome also to
those who have come to celebrate Christmas with us but who, for one reason or
another, haven’t been with us for awhile. Know that you’re most welcome and know
too that we’d love to have your help and your company in trying to bring more life
to the parish and enabling our parish life to be more relevant to your needs from day
to day. We invite you to join us more often.
In a variety of ways, the parish is open to you and invites your help in its
development. Perhaps you can bring your gifts to such aspects of our parish life as
faith development, the website programme, ecumenical outreach, liturgy – including
children’s liturgy and choir singing, youth ministry, a host of tasks in maintaining the
church, as well as the social outreach work of St. Vincent de Paul and groups in the
parish supportive of third world missions. For any general enquiries don’t be afraid
to contact Fr. John or Fr. Cormac or Janet Daly, the chairperson of our Parish Pastoral
Council.

A Special Word of Thanks
Many parishioners share in the extra workload of Christmas. We appreciate the
great co-operation of so many; those who have cleaned and decorated the Church
so beautifully; Deirdre and the choirs; the organist and musicians; readers and
Eucharistic ministers; the church collectors and counters; the volunteers who
delivered the Christmas cards to the homes of the parish; members of the Parish
Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee; our sacristy team who give so
generously of their time; those who open the church in the morning and lock up at
night; the Family Mass and First Communion planning groups and all who play an
active part in the life of the parish. Thank you, one and all.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan. 18th – 25th
Christian Churches in Caribbean Region have chosen “That all may be free” (Exodus
15) as the theme of this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The inaugural
Dublin celebration will be on Thursday 18th January at 8.00pm in Our Lady of Good
Counsel, Johnstown, Killiney. Dr. Jessie Rogers, a scripture scholar based in St.
Patrick’s College, Maynooth, will preach the sermon. Further details to follow.

Mass Times for Christmas Season
Christmas Eve: 6.00pm and 9.00pm
Christmas Day: 9.00am, 10.30am and 12 Noon
St. Stephen’s Day to Saturday 30th Dec. – 10.00am.
Sunday 31st : Saturday Vigil 6.00pm.
Sunday - Mass times as usual
Monday 1st January – 10.00am Mass for Peace
Tuesday 2nd January – 7.30am Mass resumes
Epiphany : Saturday 6th January – Vigil (Fri) 6.00pm, Sat. 6th: 9.00am,10.30am and 12 noon.

Baptisms in January
Baptisms will be celebrated on January 7th, and 21st. Baptism Application forms are available
in the sacristy. The date for the preparation meeting for January Baptisms is Tuesday, 2nd
January at 8.00pm in the church meeting room.

BAPTISMS
We warmly welcome into the Parish Community:

Violeta Fullea Urchulutegui
Hera Lavelle
Chloe Belle Murphy
Cuán Mark Scott and Saoirse Aroha Scott
who were baptised last Sunday
‘May you live always as members of the
Body of Christ, sharing everlasting life’

World Day of Peace: January 1st
We will celebrate the 10.00am Mass on January 1st for World Peace. Our world is greatly
troubled by warfare and terror and by the plight of millions of refugees. It is important that
we pray for Peace in our World. The Archbishop’s Diocesan Celebration on this day will be in
our neighbouring parish of Sacred Heart, Donnybrook at 11.00am. The theme chosen by the
Holy Father this year is – Migrants and Refugees – men and women in search of Peace. All
welcome

World Meeting of Families – Christmas Day Icon
In ‘The Joy of Love’, Pope Francis says that ‘every family should look to the icon of the Holy
Family’. We distribute at the Christmas Masses an Icon of the Holy Family with the official
WMOF Prayer. Families are invited to express that prayer together at a suitable time in their
homes at Christmas time.

Our next Parish Bulletin will be on January 7

